                MINUTES SUBJECT TO VILLAGE BOARD APPROVAL
REGULAR VILLAGE OF BIRON BOARD MEETING MARCH 9, 2015
The March 9, 2015 Regular Village Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Jon Evenson at the Biron Municipal Center.  The meeting was properly posted according to Wisconsin State Statutes.
PRESENT:   Trustees:  Susan Carlson, Mark Honkomp, June Siegler, Tammy Steward, Bob Walker and Dan Muleski were present.  Also in attendance were:  Treasurer Pam Witt, Public Work’s Supervisor Bill Vruwink, and Daniel Borchardt, MSA representative, and  Steve Kreuser, Wood County Emergency Management representative. 
MINUTES:  Minutes were reviewed from the Regular Board Meeting held on February 9, 2015. Motion Honkomp to approve the minutes from the February 9, 2015 Regular Board meeting, seconded Steward.  M.C.     
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE: Chairperson Bob Walker reporting.  Committee reviewed the water & wastewater bills, non-lapsing accts and journal entries for January, February & the current March bills.  Motion Muleski to accept the finance & budget committee report, seconded Honkomp.  M.C.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Pam Witt reporting.  The report of expenditures and receipts was reviewed.  The total receipts’ for February was $48,295.41.  Expenses were $538,370.46 with a transfer of $131,550.00 to non-lapsing accounts as budgeted and 19,515.44 transferred to the general acct. from the final EPA account.  This account is now closed.   The checking account balance on hand February 28, 2015 is 705,853.23.   General checking account bills were paid on check #’s 17864-17937 with 6 auto pays, to pay the State, IRS, Deferred Comp and State retirement for payroll deductions. 1 auto pay for bank deposit slips.   A list of all February bills was included for the board to review.  Village Non-Lapsing Fund $561,163.83.  Water Utility:  Checking $191,302.70,   Money Market $119,379.21.  Water bills were paid on check #’s 3656-3663.  Wastewater Department: Checking $51,730.20. Non-Lapsing Fund $14,347.40.  Wastewater bills were paid on check #’s 2746-2749.  A list of all checks paid for the water & wastewater was included for the board to review.  Motion Muleski to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded Carlson.  M.C 
PUBLIC WORK’S COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chairperson Dan Muleski reporting.  Public Works Supervisor’s Update – The Public Works Supervisor reported that WWLC wants to get in soon for the SBD project.  Dan Borchardt, Bill Vruwink and Jon Evenson attended a meeting with W & L and the continental switch and electrical vault will be moved from the current location to the South side of the new village road construction and be reconnected on the riser pole just east of Wellington.  Next week Public Works will be meeting to discuss the street lights on Shore Acres Drive.   Motion Honkomp to accept the Public Works Committee report, seconded Siegler.  M.C.
WATER UTILITY UPDATE:  Chairperson Susan Carlson reporting.  Water Superintendent’s update – A monetary amount from the water utility will be used to help finance the safety program.  There were two water breaks this year.  One was at the trailer park and the other on South Biron Drive.  Usage on the property located on South Biron Drive will be adjusted as the water did not go into the sanitary system.  Motion Muleski to accept the Water Utility Committee report, seconded Walker.  M.C.   
PUBLIC PROPERTY, SAFETY & RECREATION COMMITTEE:  Chairperson June Siegler reporting -   Amenities for the Gateway Park – The amenities for the Gateway Park were discussed.  Several decisions were made or clarified to give MSA the information needed to continue to move forward.  All changes and decisions were approved.  Motion Carlson to accept the changes and decisions, seconded Muleski.  M.C.  Public Works Supervisor’s Update – Committee met with Vince Matarrese, Advanced Safety Technologies.  It was very informative.  The cost is $4,028, for the first year and thereafter it would be $500.00 annually.  Motion Siegler to hire Vince from Advanced Safety Technologies, at a cost not to exceed the proposed costs, seconded Steward.  M.C.  The Kiosk for the Gateway park would cost $600.00 to purchase and $120.00 to light.  Dan Muleski will build & light for $500.00.  Motion Steward to accept the Safety, Welfare & Recreation Committee report, seconded Evenson.  M.C.
WASTEWATER COMMISSION REPORT: Commission Member Steward reporting.    Note:  The Waste Water Treatment Plant is operated & staffed by the City of Wisconsin Rapids.  One member of the Village of Biron Board of Trustees is an acting member of the Commission.  - The minutes were not available for review by the board but Steward reported that bills were approved and there really was nothing new to report.  If the minutes are received they will be included in next month’s board packet.  Motion Muleski to accept the Wastewater Treatment Commission report, seconded Siegler.  M.C.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   President Evenson reporting – Building number agreement with Emergency Management -   Steve Kreuser from Emergency Management presented some building number signs that are used in other municipalities.  This will mainly be used in the Business Park and Bridgewater area.  The signs are ordered from Decker Signs for residential and business.  It was requested that the signs be reflective for Emergency Personnel.  MSA Update – South Biron Drive project is moving along nicely as presented in Safety & Welfare Committee report.  
The crew is removing the trees and brush.  5 parcels were acquired and the checks have been mailed to the owners and the warranty deeds are being recorded at the Register of Deeds.  Once recorded those files will be closed.  Resolution on County Assessment – There is a movement at the state level to have county wide assessment to attempt to keep values similar throughout the state.  This proposal is opposed by the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, the Wisconsin Towns Association and local assessors.  The League newsletter states that if this proposal is rushed through it will cost millions of taxpayer dollars.  It was stated that making a transition from over 1,800 assessment offices to less than 100 requires consideration.  The League is willing to work with the state to help provide a way that this idea could possible work if it is not rushed.  An example was given by the Town’s Association that if this proposed change became a reality the Waupaca County area will have an increase on its 41,077 parcel from $246,462 to $1.03 million million which would be a 317% increase.  LaCrosse County would have a 404% increase.  There were no amounts available for Wood County in the newsletters.  Currently the WTA meets monthly with and provides education in collaboration with the Dept. of Revenue for continued improvement in the assessment process.  More time is needed to discuss this new proposal to try to reach a more reasonable approach.  Motion Muleski accept Biron resolution 15-1 which opposes the proposed State property assessment practices, seconded Steward.  M.C.  A copy of the resolution will be sent to Senator Julie Lassa and Representative Scott Krug.  Business Park Marking Update -   Our business park marketing strategists will be meeting on Tuesday, March 10th at 5:30 p.m. to discuss various marketing options for the business park.    Motion Muleski to accept the President’s report, seconded Honkomp.  M.C.                                              
ADJOURN – Motion Muleski to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting, seconded Honkomp.  M.C.     

Respectfully Submitted,
Debra Eichsteadt, Clerk
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